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April 24, 2001 /

The Honorable Michaei K. Powell
Chairrnan

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th skeet, S.W.

‘Washington, D.C 20554

Re: IB Docket NO.99-81 (2GHz MMS Service Rules)
Dear Chairrman Powell:

Rural Americans throughout tho country, includingmany of our eonstituents, are gtill
awaiting the introduction of broadhand serviees. The Commission, recognizing this problem, has
allocated gpectrum in the 2 GHz baudfarMobi le Satsllite Service (“MSS™) and IS currcatly
wotking towards issuing licenses ©tho first set of epplicamts. The suecessfll aperation of MSS
systems Will bring to ungerved and underserved areas, the same advanced coroprunications
capabilitiesavailable to urban users and will enhance the capabiliies of public safety and
military personnel.

Itha5 come 10 our artention that the Commission has been asked to avthorize ancillary
terrestriel use as a complement to 2 GHz MSS. It is our understanding that it may be necessary
to provide 2 GEHz MSS operators with the flexibility 1o engage in ancillary terrestrial service in
order to ensure the financial viability and the efficient use Of 2 GHz spectrum by MSS opcrators -
- aconcept the Commission bas endorsed previcusly with respect to other satellite service. Twa
GHz MSS operators will not be able to attract the billions 0f dollars In financial capital necessary
10 build md launch their systoms without the ability to maximize their spectrum efficiency
through an anciliary terrestrial COmponent; Therefore. ancillary tetrestrial servics will enhance
the ability 0fMSS operators 10 garve customers by improving the economics 0fMSS. This
proposal does NOt require allocation of additional spectram o sharing mmong different licensees.
AddiSonally, terrestrial service would be allowed only after commercial operation ofthe satellite
service and in amanaer consistent with prier Commission decisions 0N combined S systems,

MSS systema have the Unique ability to sccomplish a host of public policy gods. i
pemmitted to provide ancillary terrestrial service, 2 GHz MSS operators Will be eble to provide
ubiquitous global comectivity. Since millions of Americans Who live inrural areas currently
have no mobile Mice or data serviee, an MSS network wil] be their best, if NOt their only choice
for fast digital conneotions. In addition, military, maritime, recrestional, apg PUBIIC safety users
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will benefit from MSS caverage Of rural aress. Inthecase of a natural disaster or other crisis,
MSS may provide the only communications link for military, maritime, and public; safety
perzonne), and recreational users.

If the 2 GHz MSS service s ta suceeed, the Commissionmust detids the issUe as quickly
as possible, because applicants cannot bagin in earnest to raise tho enormous SUIRS pecessary o
design, build, and deploytheir systems when they do not yet have kicenses and key sspests ofthe
service rules remain under reconsideration. Further delay may be tantamount 1o denial.
Therefors, we vzge you to move as QUickly as possible to decide the request to add an ancillary
terrestrial component © 2 GHz MSS service.

Sincerely,

STEVENS




